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Outbound tour escorts will have more training

opportunities

AFIFE#E Staff reporter

SRAEBNAL - SEREFESISERETUEE -

More training courses will be available for tour escort aspirants.
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o raise the service standard of outbound tour escorts, the TIC

implemented on 1 July 1999 an accreditation system for them,
under which every tour escort leading an outbound tour has been
required to obtain the Tour Escort Pass issued by the TIC. And one
of the application requirements is to take the Certificate Course for
Outbound Tour Escorts and pass the qualifying examination, both
organised by the TIC.

As the TIC has maintained that courses for tour escorts must have
a high standard and at the same time meet the needs of the industry,
it has kept modifying its own tour escort course and recognised only
that course all along. In view of an increasing number of tourism
courses in recent years, and to allow intending tour escorts to have
more choices as to how they wish themselves to be trained, the
TIC has decided that starting from 1 September 2015, it will recog-
nise, apart from the certificate of its own course, other certificates
of relevant courses; and that to ensure the standard of Tour Escort
Pass holders, those issued with recognised certificates will all need
to pass the qualifying examination organised by the TIC.

Training institutes and post-secondary institutions whose tourism
courses satisfy the following conditions may apply to the TIC for recog-
nition of the certificates of their courses: (1) courses having tour escort
training components and conducted by post-secondary institutions;
or (2) courses having tour escort training components and published
on the Qualifications Register established by the Education Bureau.
Applications will be vetted by the TIC’s Training Committee, with the
major criteria including: (1) the entry requirements of the course; (2) the
objectives of the course; (3) the syllabus and content of the tour escort
training component; (4) the duration of the tour escort training compo-
nent; and (5) the content and method of assessment of the course.

As of the end of September 2015, the Higher Diploma in Tour-
ism and MICE of the Hong Kong Institute of Vocational Education was
given recognition by the TIC. Other institutions may apply to the TIC at
any time, and the certificates recognised by it will be announced on its
website (www.tichk.org — “Tour Escorts” — “Outbound Tour Escort
Accreditation System”). i
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