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Join hands to support East Asian Games

2009 I E SN E( &) BBR/A A 2009 East Asian Games (Hong Kong) Limited
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The Tseung Kwan O Sports Ground will be the arena with the most gold medals awarded.

s a member of the tourism industry, you may always describe Hong
AKong as the “Pearl of the Orient” and “shopping paradise” when
promoting the city to inbound tourists. With the upcoming East Asian
Games (EAG) to be held on our very own soil in December this
year, never let Hong Kong’s status as the host city of the 5th EAG
slip your mind.

Held once every four years, the EAG is a major event in the Asian inter-
national sports arena. The first EAG was held in China (Shanghai) in 1993,
followed by Korea (Pusan) in 1997, Japan (Osaka) in 2001 and Macau in
2005, and all of them were the focus of worldwide attention.

Building on this momentum, the 5th EAG will be held in Hong
Kong from 5 to 13 December 2009. Thousands of elite athletes from
China; the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; Hong Kong, China; Japan;
Korea; Macau, China; Mongolia; Chinese Taipei; and Guam will take part in
about 1,700 competition events under 22 sports, vying for 262 gold medals.
With the largest numbers of sports events and medals in the EAG history,
the Games are expected to attract as many as 200,000 spectators.

Since winning the hosting right in 2003, Hong Kong has been gearing
up for the Games with good progress. Various preparations, which are now
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Volunteers are ready to devote themselves to the coming big sports event
of Hong Kong.
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Messages of the East Asian Games are spread with
dressed-up trams.

entering the final stage, range from funding, venues, promotion and ticketing
to volunteer recruitment and other logistical arrangements. In addition, a full
range of publicity programmes, including the introduction of event mascots,
the official emblem, the theme song and the EAG Gallery; the unveiling of the
Hong Kong Jockey Club 2009 EAG Volunteer Programme Volunteers Handprint
Wall; and the opening of the Tseung Kwan O Sports Ground equipped with
facilities of international standard, has been launched in the dressed-up city,
fuelling the enthusiasm for the EAG throughout the community.

The exciting ambience was further heightened in the run-up to the
100-day countdown in late August, featuring a torch relay with the theme
“Light the Way to the EAG” to promote athletes’ vigour and the EAG spirit
in Hong Kong.

The world is looking forward to the exciting Games, with a
“three-most” opening ceremony to be staged in Victoria Harbour
on 5 December 2009. The renowned production team of the open-
ing and closing ceremonies of the Beijing Olympic Games will
come here to present a spectacular opening with the largest back-
drop, stage and audience in the EAG history.

It is indeed Hong Kong's honour to stage the 5th EAG. Everyone is
ready with great pride to take part in hosting our first large-scale interna-
tional multi-sports event in Hong Kong. Besides, the 2009 EAG means more
than a sports event that further promotes local sports development. It is also
an important milestone for Hong Kong, enhancing exchanges among par-
ticipants in the East Asian region and consolidating its status as the Events
Capital of Asia.

So let us unite and spread the message of the EAG to tourists around
the globe. Do not miss the EAG Gallery and merchandise shops in your local
tour plans. You may also play the EAG theme song “You are the Legend” (with
Cantonese and international versions) in the coach bus for tourists. Remem-
ber to showcase our hospitality as the EAG host city and make the “Pearl of
the Orient” even more sparkling. it
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