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 AGM and directors’ election

 Seminars on low-carbon tourism
The School of Hotel and Tourism Management (SHTM) of The Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) has carried out a research project 
on low-carbon tourism, the findings of which were presented at five 
seminars held in August 2013 at the TIC Training Centre in order for the 
travel trade to learn more about low-carbon tourism.

A total of about 100 traders, including managers and frontline staff 
of travel agents, attended the seminars, at which SHTM Assistant Pro-

fessor Dr Barry Mak talked about climate change, 
the concept of low-carbon 
tourism, and how travel agents 
could develop and promote 
low-carbon travel products. He 
stressed that low-carbon travel 
was not necessarily costly, and 
might even bring about new 
business opportunities. Travel 
agents should try to offer eco-
friendly products so as to help 
reduce carbon emissions caused 
by travel.

The 26th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the TIC is to be held at the 
Crowne Plaza Hong Kong Kowloon East Hotel on 19 November 2013. 
Four new directors will be elected at the meeting to fill the vacancies 
left by Mr Simon Wo, Mr Jason Wong, Mr Freddy Yip and the Hon Yiu Si 
Wing, whose term of office will expire after the AGM.

According to Article 45(2) of the TIC’s Articles of Association, all 
trade directors (except the Chairman) may not serve on the Board for 
more than eight consecutive years (counting from the conclusion of the 
2006 AGM), and according to Article 50(1), those who stand for elec-
tion must be able to serve the full term of two years upon their election 
without violating the eight-year term limit.

The nomination period for the directors’ election closed on 18 
September, and the list of candidates will be announced on 11 October. 
To ensure that the AGM venue is in order, part of it will be designated 
a “Campaign-free Zone”, in which no one is allowed to carry out pro-
motional activities such as displaying or wearing any promotion-related 
article or clothing. For details, please refer to the leaflet “Information on 
Directors’ Election 2013” attached with Circular C1445. 

Members that wish to register or change their representatives at 
the AGM should do so before 19 October. To change their authorised 
person already registered with the TIC, members should send a board 
resolution or an authorisation letter to the TIC before 11 November.

PolyU holds seminars on low-carbon tourism for travel traders.
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 Refund of membership subscription
Since the TIC recorded a surplus during the financial year 2012/2013, 
the Board decided that any member which had paid its subscription for 
the year and which had remained a member on 30 June 2013 would be 
refunded its membership subscription. The refund cheques were sent to 
all members in early August.

 Executive Director to serve two more years

 Free Cantonese opera performances for tourists

 Recruitment Day for Travel Agents

TIC Executive Director Mr Joseph Tung originally planned to retire when 
his contract ends in December this year. Since the Travel Industry Au-
thority will be established in about two years’ time, the Board, believing 
that an experienced Executive Director was critically important to the 
TIC during the transition period, decided to invite Mr Tung to stay on for 
two more years. Mr Tung has agreed to continue to serve the industry.

The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong will join hands with the 
Hong Kong Tourism Board and the TIC again to launch the “Experience 
Cantopera” programme between 4 October and 29 December 2013 at 
the Yau Ma Tei Theatre, where 38 performances will be staged. A total 
of 4,000 free tickets will be offered to members for use by inbound visi-
tors. When the free tickets are out of stock, members may still purchase 
tickets, whose normal price is HK$150 each, at a concessionary price of 
HK$40 each. Members interested in arranging for inbound visitors to 
watch the programme need to register with the TIC first. Please see Cir-
cular C1454 for details.

To help members recruit staff, the TIC held a Recruitment Day for Travel 
Agents again this year. The Recruitment Day, held on 27 July 2013 at 

the Holiday Inn Golden Mile 
Hong Kong, allowed members 
to set up their own booths free 
of charge and interview candi-
dates on the spot. About 750 
visitors were drawn to the event, 
in which a total of 28 member 
agents participated. Upwards 
of 380 vacancies were available, 
and about 100 people were 
recruited. Members found the 
overall arrangements highly 
satisfactory.

The TIC’s job fair receives a good response.
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 Members’ Lunch Gathering: Hong Kong Geopark

 Third briefing on Trade Descriptions Ordinance

To update members on the Hong Kong Global Geopark of China and 
promote geotours, the TIC held a Members’ Lunch Gathering on 25 

June 2013 at the Chinese General 
Chamber of Commerce, which at-
tracted 90 participants. At the gath-
ering, two speakers from the Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Conservation 
Department spoke about the two 
regions of the Geopark and the new 
arrangements for applying for tour 
coach permits for access to the High 
Island Reservoir East Dam. The par-
ticipants voiced their opinions on 
the permit arrangements.

In view of the trade’s concern over the 
Trade Descriptions (Unfair Trade Practic-
es) (Amendment) Ordinance 2012, which 
took effect in July this year, the TIC held 
the third briefing on the Ordinance on 21 
June at the Preston Training Center after 
two briefings were held in January and 
March this year. The briefing was attend-
ed by some 200 agent representatives. 

With the Tourism Law about to come 
into force on the mainland on 1 October 
2013, the TIC held two briefings on the 
morning and afternoon of 26 July in a 
bid to increase members’ understanding 
of the legislation. A total of 156 agent 
representatives attended the briefings, at 
which Mr Li Lei, Vice Director General of 
the Department of Policy and Legal Af-
fairs, the China National Tourism Admin-
istration, expounded on the main points 
of the Tourism Law, in particular Article 

35, which regulated low-priced tours and shopping visits, and answered 
questions from attendees.

 Briefings on China’s Tourism Law

A luncheon on the Hong Kong Geopark attracts 90 members to attend.

The TIC 's  third briefing on the Trade Descriptions Ordinance.

Members are highly concerned about the Tourism Law 
to be enforced on the mainland soon.


