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Love for cruise bound to grow
 Staff reporter

Hong Kong’s first cruise expo has attracted about 30,000 visitors.

T o make its debut on the international cruise scene as remarkable 
as possible, the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal was chosen as the venue 

for Hong Kong’s first-ever Cruise Holiday Expo from 20 to 22 Septem-
ber 2013, which was hosted by the TIC, with the Tourism Commission 
and the Hong Kong Tourism Board as co-organisers, and attracted a 
total of about 30,000 visitors.

Offic ia t ing  a t  the 
opening ceremony, Sec-
retary for Commerce and 
Economic Development Mr 
Gregory So stressed the im-
portance of the new termi-
nal to Hong Kong’s cruise 
tourism, and believed that 
the Government and the 
travel trade should make 
concerted efforts to provide 
cruise companies and trav-

ellers with quality 
service. TIC Chair-
man Mr Michael 
Wu pledged that 
the  TIC would 
continue to work 
closely with the 
industry to cap-

ture the growing potential of cruise tourism.
The first day of the Expo was for traders only, which attracted 

about 6,000 trade visitors, while the remaining two days were open to 
the public, with some 24,000 people showing up. The Expo featured 17 
international cruise brands and around 30 local travel agents, which 
showcased latest cruise holiday packages and promotional deals. Close 
to 4,000 people enthusiastically queued for 28 seminars on popular 
cruise itineraries held by cruise companies. Visitors could also walk 
around Roof Garden, opened for the first time, and entered a grand 
lucky draw with prizes worth over HK$400,000. With responses encour-
aging, the Expo will definitely give big impetus to cruise travel. 


