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Tourism can build better cross-Strait relations

AFFEHE Staff reporter
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Mainland Chinese visitors to Taiwan support cross-Strait tourism development.
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n a study to explore the views of mainland Chinese tourists to

Taiwan, four researchers (two with The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, one with the University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign and one with East China Normal University) show that the
increase in tourism between the two places has already had a posi-
tive influence on the “long-term peace-building effort”.

The researchers conducted a survey of package-group tourists
from mainland China returning from visits to Taiwan. Of the 504 tour-
ists surveyed, just over half were female, and more than 70% were over
35 years old. More than half had a college level of education, and almost
30% had university degrees. Around 40% had incomes of less than 3,000
yuan per month, and only around 12.5% earned more than 8,000 yuan
per month.

The researchers found that the mainland Chinese tourists
strongly supported tourism development and generally perceived
it as beneficial to improving relations between mainland China
and Taiwan. The impact of cross-Strait tourism on society and culture
was regarded as the “most positive and substantial” of the impacts con-
sidered. Tourism gives people on both sides of the Strait a chance
to learn more about each other’s cultures, which facilitates “cultural
communication” and enhances “mutual understanding and trust”.

Although there were virtually no differences in the views expressed
by men and women, there were considerable differences between the
views of people of different ages, income groups and levels of education.
Those with incomes of less than 3,000 yuan tended to express more
positive views of cross-Strait tourism than those with higher incomes.
Those with lower levels of education were more optimistic about the
benefits, particularly the political and economic benefits, of tourism than
those with higher levels of education. And those aged over 55 were
more positive in their views of the benefits of tourism, particularly
the political effects.

The researchers conclude that with the generally positive attitudes
expressed by the tourists in their study, there will be further increases in
the numbers of visitors to and from Taiwan, which will lead to a“deep-

ening of social and cultural exchange and integration”. i

Strait: Perspective of Mainland Chinese Tourists. Asia Pacific Journal of
Tourism Research, 20(1), 76-93.



