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The industry soon enters a

new stage
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n 22 March, the Travel Industry Bill was presented to the Legisla-
Otive Council for first and second readings (see “Cover Story”).
Although the Bill has not yet passed into legislation, it is believed
that after many years of consultation and discussion, all the parties
concerned should agree with the overall direction of the reform —
the travel industry needs an independent regulatory body with
statutory powers. When the Travel Industry Authority is established, it
will license and regulate travel agents, tourist guides and tour escorts,
thus marking the beginning of a new chapter for the industry. Industry
members who violate the future Travel Industry Ordinance will
have to face consequences much severer than today when they
breach the TIC’s rules. Let’s hope that they will continue to provide
sterling services.

To help outbound traders learn more about new attractions and
new information of different places, the TIC and the Association of
National Tourist Office Representatives in Hong Kong (ANTOR (HK))
have joined hands since May last year to hold close to 20 talks on travel
knowledge, with more than 10 countries and places already covered or to be
covered, spanning Asia, Oceania, Europe and North America. The TIC will
continue to organise more activities of this kind, which can help members
raise their standard of service, and hopes that members will like them.

Since the Pilot Information Technology Development Match-
ing Fund Scheme for Travel Agents (Pilot Scheme) was rolled out
in mid-2016, a total of 49 applications were approved (first and
second rounds included), with the total amount of subsidies ex-
ceeding HK$4.6 million. The objectives of the Pilot Scheme are to
help SME travel agents expand business and enhance competitiveness
through clever use of information technology. If members consider the
Pilot Scheme to be helpful to them, the TIC will lobby the Government
for more funding. The deadline for third-round applications is the end of
April. Is there a better thing to do than to submit an application a little
early, get subsidised a little early and expand business a little early?

This year, after two consecutive months of decreases in the out-
bound levy collected, it is a relief that the trend in March has so far been
quite robust, thus making it certain that the amount for this March,
though not available yet, will be better than last March. Members should
continue to provide excellent travel products and services for enthusiastic
travellers from Hong Kong,. ifié
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