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The Airport Authority will finance and set up a development fund to help the travel industry.
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Development Fund at a glance
n agreement was finally signed in late November this year by

Athe TIC and the Hong Kong Airport Authority (HKAA) after
rounds of discussion, under which the HKAA will establish a De-
velopment Fund for the Travel Industry and inject HK$10 million
into it in order to enhance the overall competitiveness of the travel
industry through subsidies provided for promotional and training
activities beneficial to tr avel agents. The Fund has begun operation
since December, and will be open for applications from January next year.

The TIC, being the secretariat, is responsible for handling ad-
ministrative matters of the Fund. The TIC and the HKAA have set
up a working group to carry out various tasks, and a vetting com-
mittee with each side appointing three members (a representative
of the HKAA being its chairman and a representative of the TIC
coming from outside the trade) to vet and approve all the applica-
tions for subsidy.

Promotional activities
Applicants for subsidies for promotional activities must belong

to one of the following categories: (1) the Hong Kong Tourism
Board; (2) the Asia Tourism Exchange Centre (as representative of
official tourism organisations in mainland China); (3) the offices or
representatives of overseas official tourism organisations or offi-
cial tourism organisations of other places which or who are based
in Hong Kong; and (4) the offices or representatives of overseas
official tourism organisations or official tourism organisations of
other places whose target of promotion is the Hong Kong market.

Promotional activities organised by the above eligible organisa-
tions must be open to all licensed members of the TIC in order to be
eligible for subsidy, but the criteria for selecting travel agents to join
eligible activities may be set by the organisations. Applications for
subsidy under the Fund must be made by the organisations before
they hold the activities, which must not have been and will not be
subsidised or sponsored.

Each approved promotional activity will be subsidised
with a maximum of 50% of its approved cost or HK$300,000,
whichever is lower. The applicant organisation must contrib-
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ute not less than 50% of the approved cost of an activity in
cash. Each eligible organisation is subject to a subsidy ceiling of
HK$600,000 per year; and a year of subsidy is to commence from 1
January of each year until 31 December of the same year.

A grantee organisation must complete its approved promotional activ-
ity within six months after signing a funding agreement with the TIC, and
it must submit the necessary documents to the secretariat within six months
after completing the activity in order for the subsidy to be disbursed.

Training activities

Applicants for subsidies for training activities must be licensed
members of the TIC, whose staff members (including their em-
ployees and self-employed persons), if interested in taking part
in training activities, may be nominated by the members for
subsidy. Members, however, must submit applications before their
nominated staff members take part in the activities, and declare that
the staff members concerned have not received and will not seek
any other subsidies for the activities.

There are two categories of eligible training activities: (1) courses
and examinations; and (2) seminars, workshops, talks, etc. Train-
ing activities held entirely outside Hong Kong or entirely online
are ineligible for subsidy. Also ineligible are language courses, and
diploma and bachelor’s or higher degree courses. The organisers of
eligible training activities are mainly non-profit-making and non-
profit-distributing organisations, including the TIC, industry associa-
tions, trade associations, etc.

To expedite the process of approval, the working group has
already pre-approved some eligible courses and examinations, the
list of which will be uploaded to the TIC website in January next
year. Training activities not included in the list may also be submit-
ted by members for approval, but their staff members may not have
enough time to sign up for the activities as case-by-case vetting
takes considerable time.

Each member will be subsidised with a maximum of 70%
of the fee of a training activity for its nominated staff members if
its application is successful and the fee of the activity per person
is not less than HK$500. The subsidy ceiling for each member is
HK$30,000 per year; and a year of subsidy is to commence from 1 Janu-
ary of each year until 31 December of the same year. The grantee member
must submit to the secretariat within six months such documents of proof
as receipts for the fee of the activity after they have been obtained by its
nominated staff members in order for the subsidy to be disbursed.

Details about the Fund and the application guides and forms of
the two kinds of activities are available on the TIC website at: www.
tichk.org — “Industry Information” — “Industry Subsidy Schemes”
—*Development Fund for the Travel Industry”. For enquiries, please
contact the secretariat of the Fund by calling 2969-8160 or emailing

to Dfund@tichk.org.



