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Bright outlook for international tourism

AFIFE#E  Staff reporter
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Intemational tourism saw healthy growth in 2014 and is expected to grow further in 2015.
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ccording to the Annual Report 2014 released this year by the
AUnited Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO), both in-
ternational tourist arrivals and tourism receipts increased in 2014 and
continuous growth is expected in 2015.

The Annual Report states that despite the many challenges faced
by the world in 2014, including geopolitical conflicts and the Ebola
epidemic in West Africa, international tourists (overnight) grew by 4.4%
over 2013 to hit a record high of approximately 1,140 million. The re-
gion with strongest growth was the Americas, which increased by 8%,
followed by Asia and the Pacific, and the Middle East, both of which
grew by 5%.

Europe remained the most visited region with around 584 million
visitors, accounting for over half of the world’s international tourists.
The second and third popular regions were Asia and the Pacific, and
the Americas respectively. International tourism receipts increased by
3.7% to around US$1,245 billion, with Europe being the top tourism
earner, which accounted for over 40% of worldwide tourism receipts.

Tourism Highlights (2015 Edition), also released by the UNWTO,
shows that the top three tourist destinations in 2014 were France,
the United States and Spain; China ranked fourth with around 56
million visitor arrivals. In terms of tourism receipts, the top three
destinations were the United States, Spain and China; Macau and
Hong Kong ranked in fifth and tenth places respectively. Hong
Kong’s tourism earnings amounted to US$38.4 billion.

Tourism Highlights points out that China has been the fastest
growing source market in recent years and has been the biggest
spender in the world since 2012. In 2014, Chinese tourist spend-
ing surged by 27% over 2013 to around US$165 billion. Cur-
rently, some 13% of international tourism receipts are generated
by China.

Despite the impact of the financial crisis in 2009 on the world
economy, international tourism saw uninterrupted growth in the period
between 2010 and 2014. The UNWTO's outlook for 2015 is therefore
positive: an overall growth rate in the region of 3% to 4% is expected,

with strongest growth in Asia and the Pacific, and the Americas. ¥



