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Four newly elected directors: (from left) Mr David

The key legislative proposals for the Travel Industry Bill, submitted by
the Tourism Commission to the Panel on Economic Development of the
Legislative Council on 7 December 2016 and posted by the TIC on the
“Latest News”section of its website on the same day, mainly include the
establishment of the statutory body Travel Industry Authority (TIA); the
licensing and regulatory regimes for travel agents, tourist guides and tour
escorts; the disciplinary and appeal mechanisms; and funding for the
TIA and transitional arrangements. The proposals, originally planned for
discussion at the meeting of the Panel held on 13 December, will be dis-
cussed at the next meeting.

The TIC's 29th Annual General Meeting was
held on 30 November 2016 at the InterConti-
nental Hong Kong with an attendance of 139
members, of which 137 were Ordinary Mem-
bers and two were Affiliate Members. Since
the number of candidates was the same as the
number of vacancies in the directors’ election,
the four candidates Mr David Leung, Mr Roy
Lo, Mr Martin Ma and Mr Ng Hi On were au-
tomatically elected to the Board.

Leung, Mr Martin Ma, Mr Ng Hi On and Mr Roy Lo.
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Some 80 members attended a Members’ Lunch
Gathering held on 7 October at the Chinese Gen-
eral Chamber of Commerce, at which they were
introduced to the Education Bureau’s Business-
School Partnership Programme (BSPP). They were
also invited to become supporting organisations of
the BSPP’s “Work Experience Movement”so as to
provide work experience opportunities for senior
secondary students.

To encourage members to make use of IT in their business, the TIC and the
Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation jointly organised a
business matching event at Hong Kong Science Park on 20 October. Around 10
IT companies presented their products and technologies to 20 members, which
seized the opportunity to talk to their representatives in a bid to seek potential
business partners.
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Around 40 members attended a talk held by the TIC on
6 December, at which the guest speakers, representa-
tives from the Immigration Department and the Office
of the Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Hong Kong, talked about various kinds of assistance
Hong Kong residents may be provided with while
travelling abroad.

To promote competition, the Board has adopted the Outbound Commit-
tee’s proposal to rescind Directive Nos. 81 and 209, which regulate joint
promotions, and gifts and concessions included in package tours respec-
tively, with effect from 1 March 2017.

The Board adopted the Outbound Committee’s proposal at its 8 No-
vember 2016 meeting to amend the regulations on registration of
package tour brochures. Members will no longer need to register the
lower limits of tour fares for tour brochures submitted to the TIC on or
after 1 March 2017, but still have to register the information specified
in the directive. For details, please see Directive No. 228, which super-
sedes Directive No. 217.

At its 13 December 2016 meeting, the Board decided to extend the noti-
fication period for cancelling package tours during the Chinese New Year
as follows:

1. If members cancel tours to any destinations except those totally
within Guangdong province which commence during 27-31 Janu-
ary 2017 (both days inclusive), they must notify their customers of

the cancellation at least 14 days in advance excluding the departure
and notification dates.

2. If members cancel tours destined for Guangdong province which
commence during the period mentioned in paragraph 1, they must
notify their customers of the cancellation at least five days in ad-
vance excluding the departure and notification dates.

The Voice of TIC
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