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Introducing Cantopera to first-timers

C antonese opera, or Cantopera for short, is the only local perform-
ing art inscribed on UNESCO’s List of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage. To introduce this invaluable local art form and cultural heri-
tage to audiences from different places, The Chinese Artists Association 
of Hong Kong will launch the “Experience Cantopera: A Taste of Hong 
Kong’s Intangible Cultural Heritage” programme in October. 

The 45-minute programme, tailor-made by renowned Cantopera 
artist Mr Law Ka-ying for tourists and first-time Cantopera-goers, will 
allow the audience to have a taste of the essence of this traditional art 
form through videos, demonstrations and excerpts of selected per-
formances (with Chinese and English subtitles) highlighting operatic 
movements. The audience will experience the unique music and vocal 

style of Cantopera and 
learn to appreciate the 
poetic and symbolic 
meanings of its move-
ments and gestures. 
An interactive session 
will be held at the end 
of the show, during 
which members of 
the audience will be 

invited to meet and talk with the performing artists. 
A trial performance of the programme was held on 11 Au-

gust to seek feedback from the tourism sector. Close to 200 peo-
ple were present, among whom were representatives from the 
Travel Industry Council of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Tourism 
Board and the Yau Tsim Mong District Council. The trade was in 
support of organising the programme for tourists, believing they 
will find it fascinating.

“Experience Cantopera: A Taste of Hong Kong’s Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage” will be launched from 9 October 2012 until 3 
February 2013. A total of 72 performances will be staged at 6 pm at the 
historic building Yau Ma Tei Theatre. Tickets will be available for sale at 
Urbtix in mid-September, and the ticket price is HK$150. Group book-
ings by travel agents will be offered discounts, subject to the group size. 
For enquiries about group discounts, please contact The Chinese Artists 
Association of Hong Kong on 2384-2939; for details of the programme, 
please visit: www.hkbarwoymt.com.


