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Travel Newsflash (2)

We have a cultural dream

W e have a dream: we wish to produce a long-running theatre 
work for Hong Kong which can overcome the language barrier 

so that when the West Kowloon Cultural District is ready, we will be 
able to attract audiences and tourists from around the world through 
such a performance full of local characteristics and yet on a par with its 
international counterparts.

Since 2011, we have begun to develop a non-verbal physical slap-
stick called Detention. In the setting of an afterschool detention session, 
three naughty schoolboys are joined by a beautiful schoolgirl and a 
fiery teacher. A series of classroom mayhem scenarios is played out in a 
comical and exaggerated manner. As school life is a universal experience 
which everyone has had, and the show features elements of acrobatics, 
percussion, martial arts and Chinese operatic movements, we believe 
Detention has a high potential of continuing development.

During a three-week run at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in Au-
gust this year, Detention was received with great enthusiasm, ranked 55 
out of more than 2,000 performances in Edinburgh by critics, nominated 
for the Scotsman Fringe First Awards, one of the most important ac-

colades at the festival, and given a four-star rating by the 
Scottish newspaper, The Scotsman.

Detention is going to embark on a tour of six cities in 
mainland China from late October to December this year. 
And we will have our third re-run of 12 performances in 
Hong Kong during 21-30 December. We wish this non-
verbal slapstick will be a draw for local audiences, and in 
particular, for tourists coming to Hong Kong so that they 
will also have a chance to experience the cultural side of 
our city.


