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Qualified guides for world-class geopark
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Accreditation of geopark guides
ong Kong is a treasure trove of natural resources with unique land-

forms and a long coastline. Its valuable rock landforms, however, have
often been overlooked. Since the official opening of the Hong Kong National
Geopark in November 2009, members of the public have gradually become
more aware of geoconservation. And to train professional geopark guides
for providing quality guided services for tourists, the Association for Geocon-
servation, Hong Kong (AGHK) and the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conserva-
tion Department (AFCD) set up the Recommended Geopark Guide (R2G)
System in June last year. To become an R2G under the system, one needs to
first become a provisional R2G by meeting the basic requirements and pass-
ing an assessment, and then pass a six-month probation. For details, please
visit the R2G website at www.hkr2g.net.

With a view to further raising the standard of geopark guides,
the TIC, assisted by the AFCD and the AGHK, decided to introduce the
Geopark Guide Accreditation System in March this year.

Accredited Geopark Guides

The basic requirements for an Accredited Geopark Guide (A2G) are as fol-

lows: (1) having the qualification of an R2G; (2) having at least 80 hours of
geotourism guiding experience as an R2G, of which at least eight hours are
geotours recognised by the R2G Secretariat; (3) having conducted at least
one geotour in a foreign language or Putonghua; and (4) holders of a valid
first aid certificate issued by a recognised institution.
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Those who fulfil the above basic requirements may enrol on the 15-
hour A2G Training Course organised by the TIC, with support from the AFCD
and the AGHK. The course covers eight aspects: (1) geology and landscape; (2)
geopark management; (3) explanation and education; (4) latest trends of geo-
tourism of global geoparks; (5) sustainable local economy; (6) sample geotours;
(7) skills of tourist guides; and (8) professional ethics of tourist guides. Holders of
a valid Tourist Guide Pass issued by the TIC can be exempted from taking some

parts of the course related to the work and ethics of tourist guides.

Only those who have completed the above training course with an atten-
dance rate of 100% will be eligible to sit the A2G Qualifying Examination. Can-
didates who have passed the examination will be awarded an A2G Pass by the
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TIC. To maintain their service quality and encourage continuing education, A2Gs
will be reassessed every three years in order to retain the qualification.

Hong Kong Global Geopark

The Hong Kong National Geopark was accepted as a member of
the Global Geoparks Network in mid-September this year, and
was officially renamed the Hong Kong Global Geopark of China.
Such a change will certainly arouse the interest of local citizens
and overseas tourists in the geopark, thus greatly boosting the
demand for qualified geopark guides. R2Gs and A2Gs, however, are
reminded that if they receive inbound visitors or inbound tours, they must be
assigned by member agents of the TIC and have a valid Tourist Guide Pass
issued by the TIC.

For those who want to promote geotourism in Hong Kong, now is the
time to grasp the opportunity and become R2Gs first. As for those R2Gs, the
TIC's A2G Training Course for them will be rolled out in late November this
year at the earliest. Details of the course are available on the TIC's website

at www.tichk.org. {ife
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